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The Three Brothers

day, suddenly realizing that they had not yet been recommended,
he decided that he would return to his native home and see how
they were progressing with their studies. He presented a memorial
to the throne and asked for leave, which was granted.
Once he reached home, however, Hsu Wu decided to retire from
official life altogether. Then he summoned his brothers to him and
questioned them on the progress they had made in their studies.
They pleased him greatly by answering with ease and fluency. He
looked into their joint patrimony and found that it had prospered
under his brothers* management.
Then Hsu Wu solicited the respectable families in the region and
made suitable matches for his brothers. Not until then did he him-
self marry. His brothers' weddings followed. A few months went
by, and then one day Hsu Wu said to his brothers: "I have read
that brothers should set up separate establishments after their
majority. Now that you and I are all married, we should each
set up his own house." His brothers obeyed, and on a selected day
they prepared wine and invited the elders of the village to their
house. After a few rounds of wine, Hsu Wu told the elders of his
prosposal to separate from his brothers. He summoned the servants
and slaves and listed the family inheritance. He took for himself the
larger buildings, saying to his brothers, "I must have these in order
to keep up appearances suitable to my position; you can have the
more modest huts, since your positions ^ao not require anything
more elaborate." He took for himself the more fertile land, saying,
"I shall need these more productive parcels to provide me the
wherewithal to entertain my large circle of friends; the sterile pieces
will do for you if you practice proper industry." Then finally he
took for himself the better servants and slaves and gave a similar
reason for his action.
Now the elders gathered were surprised by Hsu Wu's behavior,
for they had expected him, with his reputation for brotherly love, to
ask little for himself and give more to his brothers and never
dreamed that he would take everything desirable for himself and
leave to his brothers the equivalent of barely half the estate. Some
of the more righteous guests left abruptly in great indignation.